
PROJECT

Depot Cinema, Lewes
“The type and range of uses and the quality and flexibility of internal and 
external spaces will add to the town’s vibrancy as a cultural destination.”

Design Officer, South Downs National Park Authority

CLIENT

Lewes Community 
Screen
LOCATION

Lewes, East Sussex
CONTRACT VALUE

£6.2m

The Depot is a new community cinema for the town 
of Lewes, in East Sussex, built on the site of the 
old Harvey’s Brewery depot. It shows feature and 
independent arthouse films, as well as hosting events, 
exhibitions and festivals, and provides facilities for film 
education and community activities. A café/bar and 
restaurant allow filmgoers to enjoy a drink or a bite to 
eat.

The original building is a familiar landmark in a 
prominent location close to Lewes railway station. 
The site lies within Lewes Conservation Area and 
is surrounded by many listed buildings of a variety 
of architectural styles and ages. While not in itself of 
very high architectural value, the original building is an 
important part of the story of the town’s development 
and makes a positive contribution to the character and 
appearance of this conservation area. Constructed 
as a utilitarian brick Post Office sorting office, it later 
became part of the Harvey’s Brewery. The building and 
site were in various states of use and dereliction. There 
were clear opportunities to adapt the building and 
enhance its prominent setting within the town, without 
losing its history. 

Burrell Foley Fischer were commissioned by Lewes 
Community Screen, who built and operate the new 
venue, to design the cinema. The existing warehouse 
building was retained and the three screens (140, 129 
and 37 seats) inserted within it. 

A new glazed extension houses the box office, café/
bar, restaurant, and film education and training 
facilities, giving a contemporary setting to the former 
industrial building in a prominent location close to the 
town’s railway station. The former tarmacked service 



yard is landscaped to provide a new public realm, and 
includes native plant species providing seasonal colour 
and a small orchard and wild flower meadow, reflecting 
the historic site layout of orchards and meadows.

The Depot is a privately funded philanthropic project, 
delivered without any draw on public funding. It is 
an exemplar of local flint craftsmanship. Given the 
topography of Lewes and the Downs, particular thought 
has been given to the design of the roofscape, as a 
fifth elevation, featuring flint paving and a green roof 
planted with chalk loving plants, found in SDNP. There 
was extensive consultation with local access groups 

over providing a welcoming and accessible facility.

Screen 1 has a small stage and the technical 
infrastructure for small scale comedy acts and music 
performances and live music events are held in the 
café/bar. Screen 3 is available for private screenings 
and events and benefits from its own small bar/lounge. 
There are facilities for film education, including a small 
film library and study space, and a multi-use room 
with a flat floor that is used for a range of training and 
workshop events. The extensive external landscaping 
incorporates facilities for outdoor screenings and 
events.



PROJECT

Stratford Picturehouse
“While the rest of Britian goes crazy for the bland multiplex, east London is now 

home to two picture houses which are also architectural masterpieces”
Independent

CLIENT

Stratford Develop-
ment Partnership
LOCATION

Stratford, East 
London
CONTRACT VALUE

£3.1m

A new landmark development central to the urban 
regeneration strategy for Stratford East, providing 
within the context of a new public square and cultural 
quarter, a four-screen cinema with exhibition, café bar 
and restaurant facilities.

The project was completed in 1997 and was an FPDC
National Winner for Leisure in 1998.



PROJECT

Scala Cinema and
Arts Centre

CLIENT

Denbighshire
County Council
LOCATION

Prestatyn
CONTRACT VALUE

£2.6m

The Scala Cinema & Arts Centre project will help to 
revitalise the town centre in Prestatyn and provides 
access once again to film on a site with strong local 
memories of cinema-going. It also provides access 
to new social and training facilities, exhibition spaces 
within the foyers, meeting and training rooms and a 
flexible multi-use auditorium suited not only to cinema 
exhibition but performing arts, dance and exercise 
classes, fairs and markets.

The integrity of the High Street frontage, which 
contributes to the character of the conservation area, 
has been reinstated through restoration, and further 
adapted to suit the building’s new use. The ornate 
red brickwork arches, damaged by a 1960s panelled 
façade installation, were reinstated, whilst the first floor 
cills to the large window openings were cut down to 
the floor level to better reveal the new upstairs café. 
The café windows slide back fully behind new metal 
railings, allowing the café to open up to the street and 

to enjoy the south west facing aspect. A new glass 
canopy forms a contemporary counterpoint to the 
Victorian façade. There is a high level of intervisibility 
through a large glazed screen between the street and 
the entrance foyer which is designed to be welcoming 
and accessible to all building users.

The auditoria are set back behind the small-scale High 
Street frontage and are housed in a plain, red brick 
rectangular shed, topped by a lightweight metal clad 
‘roof box’ which houses the digital media suite. There is 
a dedicated 150 seat cinema and a 150 seat multi-use 
auditorium, both equipped with digital projectors. All 
facilities within the building are accessible to all building 
users. The project gained the following awards - RICS 
Awards Wales 2010: Community Benefit Award, Civic 
Trust Awards 2010: National Panel Recognition, CLAW 
Building of the Year Awards 2009: Commendation.





CLIENT

Broadway
LOCATION

Lacemarket
Conservation Area,
Nottingham
CONTRACT VALUE

£4m

PROJECT

Broadway,
Nottingham’s Media 

Centre
Broadway was a phased development around a client in 
occupation of a building that started life as a Methodist
Chapel and was converted into an Educational 
Cooperative Building in the 1950s. Facilities provided 
in early phases of development include a new cinema 
for film exhibition and conferences, a refurbished 1950s 
auditorium for film exhibition, edit suites for film and 
video production and training, and broadcast-standard 
studio, a café bar, front-of-house accommodation, 
administrative offices for Broadway and like-minded 
organisations, educational facilities, seminar rooms, 
and creative media start-up units.

The final phase of the centre’s development provided 
two new screens and a multi-media lab that allows 
Broadway to exploit the potential of digital media. A 
glazed elevation opens up the frontage to communicate 
more effectively Broadway’s engagement with film 
and media and provides improved foyer, social and 
conferencing spaces.

The project was awarded the Lord Mayor of Nottingham’s
Award for the best adaptation of an existing building 
1997, a Renovation in Aluminium Award in 2007 and an 
Adapt Award 1998.



CLIENT

Broadway
LOCATION

Lacemarket
Conservation Area,
Nottingham
CONTRACT VALUE

£4m

PROJECT

Broadway,
Nottingham’s Media 

Centre



PROJECT

Norwich Cinema City
Listed Grade I

CLIENT

Norfolk and Norwich 
Film Theatre Ltd
LOCATION

Norwich
CONTRACT VALUE

£2.35m

The re-modelling of 
Norwich Cinema City, the 
Regional Film Theatre 
for Norwich and Norfolk, 
has secured its future 
by developing it from a 
single-screen to a three 
screen venue. The new 
screens are equipped with 
digital technology.

The cinema occupies a 
converted medieval hall 
house that was extended 
in the 1920s by Boardman, 
a notable local architect, to 
create an assembly hall on 
the footprint of the garden 
to the house. This was 
converted into a single 
screen when Norwich 
Cinema City occupied the building in the 1970s. The 
challenge has been to provide three screens on the 
footprint of the single screen in a manner that respects 
the historic significance and setting of the medieval 
building.  Excavation has created space for the 
additional screens below a main screen similar in size 
and capacity to the previous single screen. 

The refurbished café bar and restaurant in the medieval 
hall open out onto a courtyard which provides an oasis 
of calm in the city centre. The project was awarded 
the Best Disability Adaptation in the Local Authority 
Building Control Awards 2008 and the Norwich Society 
“Sir Bernard Fielden Award” 2009 for excellence in 
alterations and restoration of a historical building.
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