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Introduction
Burrell Foley Fischer LLP is an award winning, design led architectural practice with a recognised 
commitment to achieving high quality in the built environment. We are recognised as one of the 
leading practices specialising in buildings for the performing arts, media and cinema, together 
with urban design, residential and educational design and the adaptation and restoration of 
historic buildings. Extensive experience has been gained through working closely with clients from 
different sectors for three decades, and working collaborations with residents and young people is 
another recognised strength and area of expertise and experience within the practice.

We have designed buildings for Clients across the public, private and subsidised sectors including 
performing arts buildings (including theatres and concert halls), galleries, educational buildings 
and learned institutions. We have undertaken new build, refurbishment and building conservation 
commissions and have extensive experience and knowledge of working with existing building 
stock. We have a recognised track record in the design and construction of schools, housing, 
and urban design studies. The practice has won many awards for its projects, not only for design 
quality, but also for innovation and how projects have responded to the Client’s brief, the delivery 
of the project and the finished product.

We adopt a rigorous approach to our work, developed through years of experience working 
alongside clients with high aspirations, often on difficult sites within tightly capped budgets. Our 
success has been achieved by gaining a through understanding of each individual client’s needs, 
an appreciation of the specific drivers of each project, a detailed knowledge of the building type, 
a disciplined and intellectual analysis of the context and by producing imaginative responses and 
creative solutions. The buildings designed by the Practice stand the test of time and are being 
used and enjoyed by large numbers of people every single day, whether as places to perform, to 
live, to work, to learn, to collaborate or simply to socialise and relax.

As a practice we have been responsible for the restoration and remodelling of a wide variety of 
historic buildings, many of them with a Statutory Listing and many that are in conservation areas 
and/or considered important to the local architectural heritage.   We have experience of working 
with clients and providing appropriate materials to support with their funding applications and 
regularly work alongside Business Consultants to design schemes that support a viable Business 
Plan for the building.  

We regularly support heritage campaigners when buildings of historic significance, although not 
necessarily Listed, are threatened.  For example, our drawings of the Smithfield General Market 
in Central London, which was due to be substantially demolished and replaced by modern office 
blocks, demonstrated both the importance and beauty of the historic structure and how it could be 
sustainably be repurposed.  Our support assisted SAVE Britain’s Heritage to get the Secretary of 
State for Communities and Local Government to reject the proposals for offices, following a Public 
Inquiry, and it is now proposed that the Museum of London will move to the site, safeguarding this 
important historic building.

All of our Principals and Senior staff have extensive experience of designing in the context of 
historic buildings.  Our Associate, Faye Davies, has a particular interest in conservation and, 
in addition to her extensive project experience, has completed the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings ‘The Repair of Old Buildings’ course, has a Graduate Diploma in Historic Building 
Conservation from the Architectural Association and is a registered RIBA Specialist Conservation 
Architect (SCA).    



BFF have been the Royal Society’s architects since 
1999. The refurbishment and reorganisation of The 
Royal Society’s buildings entailed making better use of
a unique set of Listed Grade I Nash buildings by 
providing a coherent, high profile, architectural setting 
for the society’s activities. The project also provided an 
opportunity to reveal more effectively the story of a piece 
of London’s architectural heritage.

The completed development provides additional 
facilities for exhibitions, scientific meetings, seminars, 
media events and conferencing. A key intervention was 
the creation of a new atrium in a former light well on 
the upper levels as a focus to the new offices, which 
optimise the use of space within the envelope of the 
Listed Grade I terrace.

The project was carried out under a logistically-complex 
phased contract, enabling The Royal Society to remain 
in occupation, the continuation of The Society’s 
programme of conferences and scientific meetings, and 
ensuring continued access for Fellows to the reference 
library.

The project was recognised in the RIBA Awards 2004, 
sponsored by the Crown Estate, with a Conservation
Commendation.

CLIENT

The Royal Society
LOCATION

6-9 Carlton House 
Terrace, London
CONTRACT VALUE

£7.0m

PROJECT

The Royal Society
Listed Grade I



PROJECT

The History of 
Science Centre

Listed Grade I

CLIENT

The Royal Society
LOCATION

6-9 Carlton House 
Terrace, London
CONTRACT VALUE

£1.0m

The Royal Society’s Centre 
for the History of Science 
was created following the 
refurbishment of the space 
previously occupied by its 
Library in its headquarters 
at 6-9 Carlton House 
Terrace. The refurbishment 
provides study, exhibition 
and meeting facilities, 
in an atmosphere that 
reflects the Society’s 
commitment to excellence 
and inspiration. It equally 
provides for the safe-
keeping of the collections.

At the heart of the Centre 

is the Library’s collection, both as material for study and 
as material to use in displays about particular aspects of 
science. The Centre provides a unique environment in 
which leading historians and world-class scientists can 
come together to generate fresh insights into the history 
of science. It also provides a meeting space for wider 
groups of interested individuals to engage with history 
of science in a Royal Society context. Equally, the Centre 
aims to inspire those with a more general interest in the 
subject through a varied programme of public events.



PROJECT

Kavli Royal Society
International Centre for the Advancement of Science

Main Hall: Listed Grace I
South Wing and North Wing: Listed Grade II* 

Coach House: Listed Grade II

CLIENT

The Royal Society
LOCATION

Chicheley Hall, 
Buckinghamshire
CONTRACT VALUE

£7.0m

Burrell Foley Fischer LLP have refurbished and 
remodelled one of the country’s finest early Georgian 
Country House Estates, Chicheley Hall near Milton 
Keynes, for The Royal Society. The Listed buildings, 
completed in 1719 by master builder Francis Smith of 
Warwick, are an outstanding example of early Georgian 
domestic architecture, showing Palladian influence in 
the site planning and Baroque influence in the detailing  

The Centre runs a programme of major scientific 
meetings, high level “round tables” and policy forums 
at national and international level. The Main Hall and 
other buildings in the grounds have been refurbished 
and remodelled to provide lecture rooms, meeting and 
seminar spaces, reception and dining rooms, together 
with 50 bedrooms with ensuite facilities.



Burrell Foley Fischer LLP have refurbished and remodelled 
one of the country’s finest early Georgian Country House 
Estates, Chicheley Hall near Milton Keynes, for The Royal 
Society. The Centre runs a programme of major scientific 
meetings, high level “round tables” and policy forums at 
national and international level. The Wolfson Centre has 
been created through conversion of the barns (Listed 

Grade II) to provide lecture theatres, meeting room, 
conference office, and a registration and break out area 
in a new glazed enclosure. The Main Hall (Listed Grade 
I) and the wings (Listed Grade II*) have been refurbished 
and remodelled to provide lecture rooms, meeting and 
seminar spaces, reception and dining rooms, together 
with 50 bedrooms with ensuite facilities.

PROJECT

The Wolfson Centre
at the Kavli Royal Society International Centre for the 

Advancement of Science
 

CLIENT

The Royal Society
LOCATION

Chicheley Hall, 
Buckinghamshire
CONTRACT VALUE

£7.0m



The project entails creating a new headquarters for the 
Academy of Medical Sciences at 41 Portland Place.

The building is a significant example of a townhouse 
designed by John Adams and forms part of Nash’s 
proposal to create a processional route linking Regent’s 
Park to former Carlton House, now Carlton House 
Terrace.

The building will provide a platform for Academy 
activities. This includes Academy workspace, meeting 
rooms, a dedicated room for Fellows, space for small 
public exhibitions and function rooms with the capacity 
to host outreach events, receptions, dinners and public 
engagement activities, and a room suitable for holding 
press conferences.

In addition to housing the activities of the Academy, the 
building will be used to provide a forum for scientific 

CLIENT

Academy of Medical 
Sciences
LOCATION

Marylebone, London
CONTRACT VALUE

£3.1m

PROJECT

Academy of Medical 
Sciences

Listed Grade II*

exchange and networking for medical scientists, 
clinicians and health professionals from across the world, 
a centre for lively interaction with press and media, and a 
welcoming space for members of the public.



Burrell Foley Fischer LLP has been working with The 
Royal Academy of Engineering, since 2007 on the 
development of a masterplan for their new Forum at 3 
Carlton House Terrace (Listed Grade 1). The Academy’s 
strategic priorities are to promote the enhancement of the 
UK’s engineering capabilities, to lead debate, celebrate 
engineering excellence and inspire the next generation. 
In 2007 The Royal Academy of Engineering relocated on 
an interim basis to 3 Carlton House Terrace, part of the 
neoclassical design by Nash on the site of The Prince 
Regent’s residence, Carlton House.

Burrell Foley Fischer LLP has assisted The Academy 
with the initial move into the building and prepared a 
master-plan to develop the building as a new Forum for 
the Academy. Implementation of the plan has included 
new lecture and conference facilities, exhibition areas 
and upgrading the accommodation for Fellows, visitors 
and staff. The Academy also set sustainability objectives 
to significantly reduce the energy consumption of the 
new Forum. The project was shortlisted for the 2012 AJ 
Retrofit Award in the Listed Building/Structures category.

CLIENT

The Royal Academy 
of Engineering
LOCATION

3 Carlton House 
Terrace, London
CONTRACT VALUE

£4.5m

PROJECT

Royal Academy of 
Engineering

Listed Grade I



PROJECT

Institute for Government
Listed Grade II*

CLIENT

The Institute for 
Government
LOCATION

Carlton Gardens, 
London
CONTRACT VALUE

£1.7m

Burrell Foley Fischer LLP were the Architects for the 
refurbishment and fit out of the newly formed Institute of 
Government’s Listed Grade II* headquarters in Central 
London.

The primary objective of the project as a whole, which 
included the provision of offices for staff and researchers, 
was to support the improvement of the capability and 
effectiveness of UK Government.

The building needed to be attractive and inviting to 
encourage Ministers, MPs and senior officials to attend; 
be flexible to accommodate a changing and developing 
work programme; have facilities to hold seminars, 
training events and networking opportunities/receptions; 
promote collaborative working and interaction between 
staff and delegates.

The project had to strike a balance between low 
environmental impact and the need for high quality 
space, within a budget informed by a short lease on the 
building. The completed scheme is highly successful 
in communicating, through the building, the brand and 
values of the Institute.



PROJECT

Whitehall Museum
Listed Grade II*

Whitehall Museum, a Grade II* listed building, is a rare 
example of Tudor architecture on a domestic scale.  
Although originally built as a meeting house, for most of 
its life it has been a home at the heart of Cheam Village 
and was opened by the London Borough of Sutton 
as a museum in 1978.  The council has recently been 
awarded a development grant by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund to work towards submitting a Stage 2 application 
for funding a variety of improvements to the Museum, 
its gardens, collections, programming & interpretation. 

Conservation improvements in the bid include structural 
repair and reinforcement and remediation work to the 
fabric of the building such as replacement of unsuitable 
renders to resolve damp penetration. 

The scheme includes installing a lift adjacent to the 
existing building and creating new openings within the 
historic fabric (where openings were located previously) 
to provide suitable level access for wheelchair users.  
New access to existing toilets in adjoining Victorian and 

1970s extensions currently at a significantly lower floor 
level than the rest of the building is being investigated.  
It is also proposed to bring an existing wardens flat on 
the 1st floor into museum use, opening up 16th and 17th 
century spaces to the public. Garden improvements, 
including greater focus on a 14th century well associated 
with a previous building on the site, also form part of the 
proposals.

The Heritage Lottery Fund has encouraged the council 
to consider more significant access improvements to the 
building, including more comprehensive improvements 
to toilet access and the provision of a lift. This possible 
expansion of the project scope has also included a new 
tea-room and shop extension to one side, an addition 
that would allow museum use for two further 16th and 
17th century rooms, including the Tudor Hall. 

Burrell Foley Fischer provided specialist conservation 
services for the project to Curl la Tourelle Head Architects.

CLIENT

London Borough of 
Sutton
LOCATION

Cheam, Sutton
CONTRACT VALUE

£0.45m



PROJECT

Almeida Theatre
Listed Grade II

CLIENT

The Almeida Theatre
LOCATION

Islington, London
CONTRACT VALUE

£3.4m

Burrell Foley Fischer LLP have been the Almeida’s 
architects from 1982, shortly after its inception as a 
theatre in 1980, working with successive generations of 
Directors. The Theatre has been developed into a venue 
of exceptional quality for the performance of drama, 
opera and music, and for other related arts activities. 
Despite its modest size, the space works equally well 
for performances on an epic scale as for intimate 
productions. The audience occupies the same space as 
the performers and neither is further than twelve metres 
from the other.

Development works have included extending the 
backstage accommodation, the building of completely 
new foyer, bar and technical areas, new services 
installations and seating, and improved disabled access 
and acoustics. The new foyer continues the theme of 
the former open-air yard where, because of limited site 
access, the single entrance is used as the foyer for the 
theatre-goers and as the space for the technical get-ins.

The extensive overhaul of the auditorium, seating 
capacity 321, has preserved the special ‘found’ quality 
of the Theatre. It was awarded a Civic Trust Award 2004.



PROJECT

Palace Theatre
Watford

Listed Grade II

CLIENT

Palace Theatre
LOCATION

Watford, 
Hertfordshire
CONTRACT VALUE

£5.8m

Burrell Foley Fischer LLP has undertaken a 
redevelopment of the Palace Theatre. The building 
is made up of two distinct parts, the Listed Grade II 
Edwardian theatre originally designed by W.A. Theobold 
around the turn of the century and extended in 1910 by 
Wilson & Long and a 1980s extension built as part of an 
office redevelopment on the adjacent site.

In the original theatre building, the stage house was 
completely rebuilt to provide a more generously 
proportioned partner to the 660 seat auditorium, which 
itself was remodelled to ‘close in’ the wide and Spartan 
side elevations and extended recess of the gallery  
Additionally, the seating rakes and layout arrangements 
have been improved at stalls, circle and gallery levels. 
The backstage areas have been completely rebuilt.

In the undistinguished 1980s extension, a vertical slot 
between the old and new parts of the venue defines the 
junction between foyer areas and historic auditorium 
spanned by bridges reaching between the two halves.  
All front-of-house areas, access stairs and lift, and 
circulation and foyer spaces have been rearranged and 
remodelled, opening up the front elevation to present 
dramatic new views of the public areas from the street.



PROJECT

New Theatre Royal 
Portsmouth

Listed Grade II*

CLIENT

New Theatre Royal
LOCATION

Portsmouth
CONTRACT VALUE

£9.0m

The New Theatre Royal, Port-
smouth is a Listed Grade II* Thea-
tre, originally designed by Charles 
Phipps as a Variety Theatre and 
subsequently remodelled by Frank 
Matcham as an Opera House.

Phase I comprised the refurbish-
ment of the historic, predominately 
cast iron, front elevation and re-
modelling of the auditorium, to in-
clude a thrust stage, stalls seating 
and bringing into use the grand 
circle and upper circle levels. It 
received the “Best Restoration 
Award – 2005” by the Portsmouth 
Society.

Studies are in progress for further phases including the 
building of a new stage house, improved foyer spaces 
and administrative offices and a completely new build 
extension to include a studio theatre, rehearsal studio 
and back stage accommodation.



PROJECT

Winchester 
Theatre Royal

Listed Grade II

CLIENT

Winchester Theatre 
Fund
LOCATION

Winchester, 
Hampshire
CONTRACT VALUE

£4.7m

The building started life in 1850 as a market hotel and 
through a number of transformations became a cine-
variety theatre. It was subsequently used as a cinema 
until the mid 1970s when it was brought back into use as 
a theatre after threatened demolition.

Prior to development, the Theatre Royal suffered from 
extremely cramped front- and back-of-house areas.  The 
acquisition of two adjacent Listed Georgian terraced 
buildings offered the opportunity for comprehensive 
renovation and extension of the existing building.

Burrell Foley Fischer LLP won a design competition 
to develop a new strategy for the Theatre, providing a 
new entrance foyer, a bar foyer in a covered courtyard, 
improved stage and backstage facilities, as well as 
a comprehensive programme of refurbishment and 
improvements to the auditorium, seating capacity 
420. Careful articulation of the building’s surface 
textures, materials and spaces has allowed the history 
of successive generations of use to be revealed while 
opening up new and delightful spaces.

Awards for the building include The Winchester City 
Council Award for Good Architecture 2001 and a Civic 
Trust Award 2003.



PROJECT

The Bishop Centre
Listed Grade II*

CLIENT

Goldolphin and 
Latymer School
LOCATION

Hammersmith, 
London
CONTRACT VALUE

£2.1m

Burrell Foley Fischer LLP were commissioned by the 
Godolphin & Latymer School to convert the large Listed
Grade II* redundant church, adjacent to the school site, 
into a multi-purpose performance space for the school.

Uses include drama performances, musicals, concerts, 
assemblies, examinations, teaching and parents’ 
evenings. The space is also equipped for digital 
projection viewings and recordings. A small finely 
decorated chapel has been retained for worship for a 
small group of parishioners.

The church is a lofty gothic revival building designed by
Willliam Butterfield and completed in 1859. Originally 
built for a large 19th century congregation, the space 
can accommodate the whole of the 805 person school 
community for assemblies – a great advantage for the 
school who previously have had to communicate via 
video link to staff and students distributed about the 
school in assorted small halls.

The many uses of the church required extensive 
services and technical infrastructure. New equipment 
for lighting, scenery and sound has been discreetly 
introduced to preserve the architectural drama of the 
original Butterfield interior and yet allow the space to 
be transformed for performances. A stage riser and 
variable height staging units are let into the nave floor to 
allow a number of different theatrical configurations and 
to encourage creative staging. Acoustic measures to 
vary the lively, over-reverberant church acoustic include 
retractable blinds and drapes. Scenery and lighting bars 
can be flown up to the rafters. Theatrical balconies have 
been inserted into the side aisles – an intervention which 
is both practical and symbolic of the transformation of 
the church.



PROJECT

Crucible, Sheffield
Listed Grade II

CLIENT

Sheffield Theatres
Trust
LOCATION

Sheffield
CONTRACT VALUE

£12.5m

The Crucible Theatre opened in 1971 and was designed 
by RHWL & Associates with Consulting Engineers Ove 
Arup & Partners. Tanya Moiseiwitsch advised on the 
design of the world-renowned Guthrie thrust stage in 
the 980-seat Crucible main auditorium. The Crucible 
has recently been Listed as one of the most significant 
theatres of its generation.

The Crucible is the main producing venue in the Sheffield 
Theatres complex, comprising a 400 seat Studio theatre 
(for drama and music) as well as the main 980 seat 
auditorium; it also receives some touring work as well as 
hosting the annual World Snooker Championships.

Burrell Foley Fischer LLP has worked closely with 
Sheffield Theatres Crucible Trust to develop an extensive 
modernisation, improvement and extension strategy for 
the theatre, taking account of the need to minimise the 
closure period. In particular, there has been a critical 
need to reopen the venue each year for the televised 
World Snooker Championships, which takes place 
during April/May.

Funders, each with their own funding requirements, 
include Yorkshire Forward, Sheffield City Council, 
European Regional Development Fund and Arts Council 
England. The front of house areas have been extended 
providing a new and welcoming frontage onto Tudor 
Square. New function rooms have been provided and 
the box office has been moved from the bowels of the 
building closer to the main entrance. The integrity of the 
original design has been reinstated and the auditoria and 
back of house areas have been refurbished. Access has 
been improved to all facilities within the Crucible.



PROJECT

De Montford Hall
Listed Grade II

CLIENT

Leicester City Council
LOCATION

Leicester
CONTRACT VALUE

£4.0m

The De Montfort Hall is a Grade II Listed building 
designed by Stockdale Harrison and Son, built in 1913 
and set in a fine civic garden setting. It is a building of 
particular significance within the City of Leicester.

The Client’s brief was to refurbish and improve the hall 
as an adaptable space suitable for a variety of events, 
together with providing improved facilities for performers 
and customers.

The refurbishment included major technical 
improvements to the hall and provision of new 
raked seating, creating a variety of seating formats.  
Improvements to the front of house areas include a new 
box office, bars and kiosk and lounge facilities. A new 
predominately glazed extension houses bar facilities 
and a terrace overlooking a garden space.



PROJECT

Royal Hall, Harrogate
Listed Grade II*

CLIENT

Harrogate Borough 
Council
LOCATION

Harrogate, 
North Yorkshire
CONTRACT VALUE

£9.25m

The Royal Hall, Listed Grade II* designed by Robert Beale 
and Frank Matcham, is a rare example of a building type 
that, although relatively common elsewhere in Europe, 
never completely established itself in England. The 
building is almost the last example of a ‘Kursaal’: a multi-
functional entertainment venue normally associated with 
spa or seaside towns and which had its beginnings in 
the early nineteenth century.

The construction of the building employed an innovative, 
at the time, fire-proof material built of clinker concrete 
filler joist construction on a steel frame. However, the 
concrete had subsequently failed and was crumbling 
away, undermining the highly ornate and decorative 
finishes within the building which had additionally 
become badly water damaged over time.

Burrell Foley Fischer LLP approached this sensitive 
conservation and restoration project by focussing on the 
authenticity of historic details through careful research. 
For example, through the analysis of paint scrapes it 
was been rewarding to discover that the original interior 
was largely gilt and gold leaf with a dark blue vaulted 
ceiling representing the night sky.

The project was carried out within a functioning 
international conference centre without detriment to 
the programme of conference and exhibitions and was 
completed on time and on budget.

It received the BCI Awards 2008: Conservation – High 
Commendation, and Pro-Yorkshire RICS Awards 2009: 
Conservation and Overall Best Project.



PROJECT

Hall For Cornwall
Listed Grade II*

CLIENT

The Hall For Cornwall 
Property Trust Ltd
LOCATION

Truro, Cornwall
CONTRACT VALUE

£11.0m

The refurbishment and remodelling of the, Listed Grade 
II*, Hall For Cornwall will transform it into an improved 
number one presenting house with a greater audience 
capacity, whilst conserving and restoring the important 
heritage elements of the site and bring them into greater 
use.  The new, three tiered theatre space will enable the 
organisation to deliver their artistic vision and provide 
a new dynamic relationship between performer and 
audience.  Improved access to Arts and Culture for 
the community of Cornwall will result, together with the 
facilities required to support a sustainable business 
model for the organisation.

The new auditorium, with 1,262 seats and 83 standing 
positions, will be seen as an open space sitting within 
the granite box of the original marketplace walls.  
The back façade of the City Hall and the Back Quay 
building will be visible from within the theatre space.  
The auditorium design has open edges allowing views 
through and across the space.  In the daytime, and 
during set up, these views will allow glimpses into the 
theatre world. For comedy nights and rock and pop gigs 
the openness and standing positions should provide 
a really lively atmosphere.  For drama and classical 
music the shutters come down and the auditorium can 
be absolutely focussed on the performance.

A flexible proscenium will allow the right masking for 
a range of performances from orchestra to stand-up 
comedy.  Gentle ramps across the site, combined with 

lifts, will provide good access into the theatre, whilst 
better seating will be provided for all members of the 
audience, including thirteen wheelchair spaces with a 
variety of positions within the auditorium.  Improved 
dressing room facilities, and proper facilities for 
performers with disabilities, will be provided for the first 
time. 



In the Boscawen Entrance the wonderful, arcaded 
market place designed by Christopher Eales will be 
restored and form a new foyer for the theatre.   A café 
restaurant will be created that will be open throughout 
the day and provide a unique offer in Truro for both the 
local community and visitors.  A new glazed screen will 

The Back Quay building will provide a new face for 
the many activities at Hall For Cornwall, including 
“Quayworks” which will be a resource for local 
businesses.  At ground floor, a new café bar with varied 
seating will provide a meeting space for the creative 
community as well as a community foyer for the venue.  
At mezzanine, the original restaurant and kitchen will 
be taken out and new workspaces and meeting places 

be set back behind the first arcade and new doors, 
formed in the granite walls and the shared arcade, 
will provide an additional entrance into the City Hall 
and the new hospitality room in the old terrace café.  
The Tourist Information facilities will be relocated and 
combined with the City Hall reception and a box office.

provided as a seedbed for creative organisations.  At 
first floor and above, new offices will be formed for the 
Hall For Cornwall bringing the organisation together.

The Boscawen foyer and Back Quay will be linked 
together with a new ramped route through the site, a 
new ‘opeway’ that runs around the auditorium.



PROJECT

The Guildhall
York

Listed Grade I, II and II*

CLIENT

City of York Council
LOCATION

York, North Yorkshire
CONTRACT VALUE

£12.0m

Burrell Foley Fischer have prepared designs for the 
refurbishment and remodelling of the Grade I Listed 
York Guildhall.

The vision for the project is to provide a world class 
venue, supporting and nurturing the expansion of 
York’s vibrant creative businesses; combining events 
and exhibition space with state of the art collaboration 
and co-working facilities in the heart of a historic and 
creative city, securing a sustainable future for one of 
the city’s most iconic buildings. To deliver this vision 
the significance of the Guildhall complex will be 
enhanced and better revealed, adopting innovative 
approaches to establish the Guildhall itself as the 
home base for a wide variety of firms. By retaining the 
use of the Council Chamber and enhancing public 
access, the importance of direct links between the 
City’s governance, commerce, and culture are not just 
acknowledged, but remain intrinsically bound together, 
for the future benefit of the City in this world class 
historic location.

The project will secure the future of the Guildhall 
complex, through the delivery of an economically 
viable and sustainable scheme. It will deliver a 
comprehensive (once in a 100 year) refurbishment of 

the complex together with new build interventions as 
necessary to re-purpose the complex for its new use, 
adopting best practice conservation principles in terms 
of the approach to enhancing and better revealing the 
significance of the heritage assets whilst incorporating 
modern servicing and amenity requirements.

There is a core requirement for modern flexible office 
space and the associated provision of multipurpose 
space to suit a variety of potential uses as co-working/ 
conferencing/meeting and events and exhibition 
space. The Guildhall itself requires comprehensive 
refurbishment to improve its usability; specifically 
including new heating and electrical services. 
The complex will also accommodate elements of 
commercial space configured to suit the requirements 
of restaurant/cafe bar users.

Additionally there is the intention is to create a new 
riverside courtyard/garden space with an exemplary 
landscape treatment and to improve public access 
through-out the complex, creating more attractive 
circulation routes and linking to the adjacent City 
Screen development. 



York Guildhall - Common Hall Yard Landscaping proposals

Cut-away section showing the new layout of the Guildhall Complex



PROJECT

Rio Cinema
Listed Grade II

CLIENT

Rio Cinema
LOCATION

Dalston, London
CONTRACT VALUE

£0.65m

The cinema was designed by George Coles of Adams 
and Coles in 1913 and altered by F.E. Bromige in the 
1930s. At this time an Art Deco shell was created within 
the existing interior, reducing the size of the auditorium.  
While continuing to operate as a successful local 
cinema, by the 1990s the building was in need of a 
comprehensive overhaul. Burrell Foley Fischer LLP 
was appointed to refurbish the Rio Cinema following its 
involvement in the initial feasibility stage in 1994. The 
project progressed after the Arts Council of England
Lottery Fund Award was granted in February 1998.

The auditorium is provided with state of the art 
audiovisual technology and comfortable new stalls 
seating within the renovated and restored Art Deco 
shell. The box office and bar counters are designed to 
appear as modern insertions within the existing building 
fabric.  Improved wheelchair access was implemented 
throughout with lift access to training and meeting 
room spaces at basement level. External and internal 
illuminated signage and neon strips accentuate the 
fluted features and vertical bands of the original façade 
giving the cinema a strong night presence.



PROJECT

Ciné Lumière
Listed Grade II

CLIENT

Institut Français
LOCATION

Kensington, London
CONTRACT VALUE

£0.3m

The Refurbishment of the 228 seat Art Deco Ciné 
Lumière at the Institut Français in South Kensington, 
London was completed in 2009. The project restores 
the character and quality of the Art Deco interior whilst 
ensuring it is up to date in terms of projection and 
sound technology, comfort and operational flexibility.

The re-siting and enlargement of the projection box 
so that it is centered on the auditorium has eliminated 
previous image distortion on the screen and provided 
space for digital projection facilities alongside the 
venue’s 35mm and 16mm projectors. Comfort levels 
have been significantly increased with seat tier widths 
increased to 1200mm and new Quinette seats installed.

Improvements to the heating and ventilation system 
has facilitated the removal of the radiators that were 
covering the Art Deco windows. Secondary glazing 
has been added, to reduce the noise intrusion from the 
adjoining Lycee Français playground, but with glazing 
bars matching the primary glazing the magnificence 
of the windows can once again be enjoyed when the 
black out blinds are retracted.

A platform lift was installed providing disabled access 
from the entrance foyer to the Ciné Lumière and 
adjoining library and a new disabled toilet has been 
provided to the rear of the stalls.

The cinema was reopened by Catherine Deneuve.



PROJECT

Norwich Cinema City
Listed Grade I

CLIENT

Norfolk and Norwich 
Film Theatre Ltd
LOCATION

Norwich
CONTRACT VALUE

£2.35m

The re-modelling of 
Norwich Cinema City, the 
Regional Film Theatre 
for Norwich and Norfolk, 
has secured its future 
by developing it from a 
single-screen to a three 
screen venue. The new 
screens are equipped with 
digital technology.

The cinema occupies a 
converted medieval hall 
house that was extended 
in the 1920s by Boardman, 
a notable local architect, to 
create an assembly hall on 
the footprint of the garden 
to the house. This was 
converted into a single 
screen when Norwich 
Cinema City occupied the building in the 1970s. The 
challenge has been to provide three screens on the 
footprint of the single screen in a manner that respects 
the historic significance and setting of the medieval 
building.  Excavation has created space for the 
additional screens below a main screen similar in size 
and capacity to the previous single screen. 

The refurbished café bar and restaurant in the medieval 
hall open out onto a courtyard which provides an oasis 
of calm in the city centre. The project was awarded 
the Best Disability Adaptation in the Local Authority 
Building Control Awards 2008 and the Norwich Society 
“Sir Bernard Fielden Award” 2009 for excellence in 
alterations and restoration of a historical building.



PROJECT

Lincoln’s Inn Fields
Listed Grade II

CLIENT

Private Client
LOCATION

Central London
CONTRACT VALUE

£2.5m

A new family home for a private client, created for them 
in an early Georgian terraced house linked to a mews 
house in central London. The Listed Grade II building 
had for the last century been used as offices by a firm 
of solicitors and BFF secured Planning Permission and 
Listed Building Consent for the scheme as part of their 
architectural services from inception to completion.

The house, over 5 floors, was completely refurbished 
installing new services, contemporary bathrooms and 
providing a workspace for the client. A new “heart of 
the home” has been achieved by creating a glazed 
enclosure in a light well, allowing a spacious kitchen, 
dining and living area on one floor. Purpose built joinery 
throughout contributes to the modern, quality but 
understated feel in accordance with the Client’s brief.

The property does not have a garden so a new roof 
terrace has been created, nestled between the retained 
original rear roof pitches and set 1.1m below the line of 
the front ridge so that it is not visible from the street in a 
sensitive area of London. It will provide the family with 
a private oasis of calm in the middle of the bustling city.



PROJECT

The Picture House
Campbeltown

Listed Grade A

CLIENT

Campbeltown
Community Business Ltd
LOCATION

Campbeltown,
Scotland
CONTRACT VALUE

£2.0m

The refurbishment and redevelopment of the Picture 
House, Campbeltown, on the West Coast of Scotland 
will secure the future of both a community owned and 
run cinema and an important historic building.

The Picture House was established in 1913 and is the 
oldest purpose built cinema in Scotland still showing 
films.   The “Centenary Project” will breathe new life 
into its building, which is Listed Grade A. The unique 
interior will be refurbished to bring it up to the standards 
expected of a modern cinema going audience, whilst 
respecting the historic building in which it is housed. 
Enhanced front of house facilities will be provided and 
the feasibility of a second cinema auditorium will be 
investigated.

BFF worked, with the cinema’s owners and operators, 
on an initial scheme design that contributed to a 
successful first stage bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
Following a competitive process, we were appointed 
to lead the design work for the refurbishment project. 

Through our long association with many independent 
cinemas throughout the UK, BFF are very aware of the 
importance of these venues to their local communities 
and we are delighted to be able to contribute to the 
future of such an historically significant and much 
loved cinema.





PROJECT

Bliss Mill
Listed Grade II

CLIENT

Bliss Mill Holdings
LOCATION

Chipping Norton, 
Oxfordshire
CONTRACT VALUE

£4.7m

Burrell Foley Fischer LLP was commissioned to bring 
a new lease of life to the derelict buildings of Bliss Mill, 
built by William Bliss II in 1873 for the weaving of high 
quality tweeds. The project involved converting and 
restoring the main Mill Building, the Weaving Shed, the
Warping House, the Lodge House and outbuildings into 
residential accommodation, with landscaped grounds, 
a swimming pool, squash courts, tennis courts and 
other leisure facilities for use by residents.

The restoration work included administering an English
Heritage Grant for fabric repairs.



PROJECT

Brighton West Pier
Listed Grade I

CLIENT

St Modwen 
Properties Ltd
LOCATION

Brighton
CONTRACT VALUE

circa £18-19m

Burrell Foley Fischer LLP was appointed by St Modwen 
Properties Plc as heritage architects for the restoration 
of the West Pier in Brighton. A full architectural scheme 
for the restoration of the pier to its original design was 
prepared by the Practice, based upon a combination 
of surveys of the remaining structure and historic 
research. However a catastrophic storm in June 2004 
brought restoration plans to a halt.

John Burrell’s association with the Pier goes back to his 
student days when he prepared measured drawings of 
the kiosks and the entire pier. These are now deposited 
with the Royal Commission for Historic Monuments.



PROJECT

UWC Atlantic College
Masterplan

Burrell Foley Fischer LLP have prepared a Masterplan
for UWC Atlantic College. The College Estate comprises
160 acres with a medieval castle at its heart and a
foreshore on the Bristol Channel. The curtilege listing of
the Estate is Grade I.

The purpose of the Masterplan is to provide UWC
Atantic College with a strategic framework for
prioritising projects in relation to teaching needs,
funding, cost in use considerations, energy use and

maintenance of the fabric. Key new developments
included within the Masterplan are a new academic
precinct, new dormitories and a Sports Hall. The impact
of new development on the setting of the Medieval
Castle, and listed buildings and gardens has been a key
consideration.

Phased implementation of the Masterplan, completed
in May 2013 is envisaged.

CLIENT

UWC Atlantic College
LOCATION

South Wales
COMPLETION DATE

May 2013
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Burrell Foley Fischer LLP have prepared a Masterplan 
for UWC Atlantic College. The College Estate comprises 
160 acres with a medieval castle at its heart and a 
foreshore on the Bristol Channel. The curtilage listing of 
the Estate is Grade I.

The purpose of the Masterplan is to provide UWC 
Atlantic College with a strategic framework for prioritising 
projects in relation to teaching needs, funding, cost in 
use considerations, energy use and maintenance of 
the fabric. Key new developments included within the 
Masterplan are a new academic precinct, new dormitories 
and a Sports Hall. The impact of new development on 
the setting of the Medieval Castle, and listed buildings 
and gardens has been a key consideration.  Phased 
implementation of the Masterplan, completed in May 
2013 is envisaged.

Early stage implementation projects have included the 
refurbishment and remodelling of the Great Hall and 
the Library in St Donat’s Castle, Listed Grade I.  The 
Great Hall refurbishment has created a more formal 
reception / meeting space by removing non-original 
modern partitions and installing glazed screens to fully 
reveal the splendour of the rooms.  The services and 
lighting have also been upgraded to meet modern 
standards, and high quality AV has been sensitively 
installed with a screen rising from within a mobile oak 
credenza.

PROJECT

UWC Atlantic College
Curtilage of the Estate is Listed Grade I

CLIENT

UWC Atlantic College
LOCATION

South Wales
CONTRACT VALUE



The refurbishment and remodelling of the College Library, located within the Castle, provides contemporary library 
and ICT facilities for students in a stunning historic setting.  As part of the works a lift has been installed to provide 
level access for all to the Library and extensive conservation repairs have been undertaken to the roof and internal 
fabric. 

The remodelling of the Listed Grade II Cavalry 
Barracks to provide accommodation for a 
Pre International Baccalaureate course 
(Pre IB) at UWC Atlantic College. The 
refurbished building provides dormitories, 
general teaching accommodation and 
a parent’s house with minimum impact 
on existing accommodation. The main 
change required was to weather the 
open colonnade between the dormitories 
and the communal toilets, showers and 
washrooms. In order to minimise impact 
of the setting of the Cavalry Barracks, a 
frameless glazed screen was installed 
behind the line of the timber columns, with 
the existing stone flags retained.



Section through Charterhouse Street, West Smithfield and Snow Hill illustrating the large areas available for use without 
the addition of intrusive blocks. We propose a phased development, starting with the ground floor and basement. The 
underground spaces are extensive and generous.   At present there is a small first floor mezzanine level that could 

PROJECT

Smithfield Market
The New Vision

On 8th July 2014, following the recommendation of the 
Inspector at the Public Inquiry, the Secretary of State 
for Communities and Local Government, Eric Pickles, 
rejected proposals for the building of new office blocks 
at Smithfield General Market, that would have left only 
parts of the façades. This decision not only saves 
Smithfield General Market and its magnificent market 
halls, but also has wider implications for the built 
environment and planning. Charles Clover writing in 
the Sunday Times said:
“The significance of what Pickles has done in endorsing 
the even-handed but scathing assault by the inspector, 
Colin Ball, upon a “wholly unacceptable” scheme – 
which would have brought the demolition of parts of 
the 1863 West Market buildings designed by Sir Horace 
Jones, the surveyor to the City of London and builder 
of Tower Bridge – will stretch into the future and go 
far beyond Smithfield or the capital itself. For it says 
all buildings in conservation areas enjoy protection. 
Pickles and Balls have turned the tide of demolition 
sanctioned by the City and by London’s mayor, Boris 
Johnston, in which, until now, anything went. They 
have revalued heritage within the planning system for 
decades to come.”

The Campaign
SAVE has led the campaign to save the General Market 
and Fish Market for over ten years and published its first 
report – Don’t Butcher Smithfield – in 2004. SAVE was 
part of the winning team in the 2007- 8 public inquiry 
into a proposal for total demolition and has continued 

to oppose the more recent Henderson proposals to 
preserve some of the frontages but gut the interiors.

SAVE believes that Smithfield General Market and 
Annex can be regenerated along the lines of other 
highly successful restored and adapted historic 
markets such as Borough, Spitalfields and Greenwich. 
SAVE’s proposals were developed with Eric Reynolds 
of Urban Space Management, that has successfully 
brought historic buildings back into use throughout the 
country for over 30 years. The SAVE scheme has also 
attracted strong interest and support from Cathedral 
Group property developers. The campaign has been 
supported by the Victorian Society, who jointly funded 
a planning application for the market buildings and 
fought the public inquiry with SAVE.

John Burrell’s visionary drawings first revealed the full 
splendour and scale of the lofty domed and vaulted 
market halls, also showing the vast extent of the 
basements which run not only under the buildings 
but also under the streets between and around. They 
show how the market halls could be attractive public 
spaces naturally lit by abundant sunlight, making use 
of the original ventilation system to keep the building 
cool in summer. They also revealed the engineering 
importance of the original iron structure with its tall 
patent Phoenix columns that, being of a much greater 
height than the typical Victorian cast iron column, 
create exceptionally large spans.



be extended in a second phase, ensuring that it does not impinge on the natural light brought in through the central 
dome and roofs. The basement provides space for exhibitions, fashion shows and clothes manufacturing, with good 
connections to Farringdon Station.



PROJECT

a place called 
Norton Folgate

Selected Practice Information

UWC Atlantic College

Why a Plan for Norton Folgate?
This is what a large scale profit driven development 
does to an area that has regenerated and survived 
over centuries without a ‘grand plan”

•	 72% of the volume of buildings marking up the 
conservation area of Spitalfields above street level 
will be demolished.

•	 88% of the site will become a new concrete 
basement for service equipment, bikes showers 
and stores. 

•	 The basement excavation will be up to 8m deep. 
•	 The basement will extend under the historic roadway 

of Blossom Street at its northern end adjoining the 
enclosing walls to the railway cutting.

•	 The few remaining buildings and their external walls 
(fewer windows) will only be part salvaged  They 
will be left, shored-up temporarily, in an area of 
devastation. 

•	 The rear walls of Norton Folgate and Shoreditch 
High Street buildings will be demolished and the 
interiors gutted and re-planned.

In 1977, the newly formed 
Spitalfields Trust stopped British 
Land from redeveloping Elder 

Street in Norton Folgate.  The Trust, 
including Dan Cruickshank and with 
the support of Sir John Betjeman, 
continues to fight now even larger 
proposals are tabled which will 
obliterate the neighbourhood.
The current 2015 development 
plans show no respect for one of 
the last fragments of distinctive 
Spitalfields streetscape.  Evolving 
piecemeal over centuries, the 
historic frontages are being 
replaced by bland, corporate office 
blocks, over four times the height 
of the existing rooftops.  The new 
blocks offer little in the way of 
diversity which suit the eclectic mix 
of tech industries, creative studios 
and small business that thrive in the 
East End. 
Dan Cruickshank and The 
Spitalfields Trust launch a 
campaign to stop this destruction 
and save the Ancient Liberty of 
Norton Folgate.  Norton Folgate 
possesses a rich cultural and 
social history which the Trust strive 
to protect. The Trust’s alternative 
scheme, devised by Architect John 
Burrell of Burrell Foley Fischer, 
demonstrates how this is possible.  
Norton Folgate is an area that is 
capable of continuous regeneration 
and renewal at human scale, 
appropriate and compliant with 
its designation as a Conservation 
Area. New, improved and adapted 
buildings, proposed on a scale that 
responds to the historic grain of the 
area, enhance what is existing.
The focus of The Spitalfields Trust’s 
brief and vision for the future of 
Norton Folgate is one that respects 
history. Preserving the existing 
buildings and providing a wide 
variety of spaces suiting businesses 
of different scales that can deliver 
jobs for local people, greatly 
increasing the amount of housing, 
including affordable housing. 



Our approach to restore and complete Norton 
Folgate
This is the quantum of buildings needed, not building 
11/13 stories high.
•	 Infill in-scale building, traditional or contemporary 

style
•	 New buildings that reflect and respect indigenous 

local styles e.g. warehouses or ordered brick 
facades

•	 Discreet additions to existing buildings to improve, 
update and enhance them.

STREET LIFE

The Spitalfield Conservation Area is made up of human 
scale buildings and individually occupied dwellings, 
businesses, workshops, etc which are accessed 
direct from the street or small yards at the back of the 
premises. 

The Norton Folgate site has up to 40 individual 
staircases accessed from the street.

The development proposal will remove 72% of the 
buildings and reduce the street entrances to main stair 
cores to 11 serving large office floor areas of up to 
2,000 sqm. 

•	 Future development carried out incrementally on 
individual sites seen as part of the whole Norton 
Folgate ensemble with individual buildings of 
individual styles.

•	 Changes of use are accommodated within a 
collection of buildings which are flexible and  accept 
change.

The completed ensemble of buildings conserves and 
enriches the mix and life of the area with new additions 
harmoniously integrated.



The public furore over the proposed demolition of 
154-158 the Strand and façading of 152-153, opens 
an opportunity to create a magnificent new piece of 
public realm for the capital half way along the great 
processional route to and from Westminster and 
Buckingham Palace to St Paul’s Cathedral and the City.

SAVE considers that wherever these narrow frontages 
survive, in the City or streets leading up to it such as 
the Strand, it is vital that they are preserved. In this 
case they form an essential part of the townscape of 
one of London’s best known streets. This is one of the 
most historic streets in the City of Westminster.  This 
streetscape has already been damaged by King’s  
College’s Brutalist building to the east of Somerset 
House.  This is built on the site of at least a dozen 
similar buildings  that were demolished for the new 
development. No  further encroachment of this kind 
should be allowed. The character of central London 
depends on a balance between large institutional and 
commercial buildings and smaller  scale buildings 
on narrow plots. These buildings are in an important 
conservation area; they contribute significantly to its 
special character and must be retained.

Historic buildings can be upgraded in order to improve 
their environmental performance, and make them 
more easily accessible. Research has shown that the 
demolition of buildings represents a significant loss to 
the environment - of the embodied energy required to 
construct the building, and the materials from which it 
is made.

Retention of entire historic buildings as opposed to just 
façades is not down to whether internal details survive 
or not - these can be replaced. It is about layout, 
interior spaces, and the preservation of a historic 
building as a whole. Thanks to their variety and narrow 
plots, these buildings provide an excellent setting to 
the surrounding listed buildings: they manage to be 
distinctive without being overbearing.

In this publication, created with architect John Burrell of
Burrell Foley Fischer, SAVE proposes to turn the whole 
of the south of the Aldwych into a pedestrian precinct, 

as suggested by Lucy Musgrave’s Publica, rerouting 
traffic to the north. This will create a pedestrian precinct 
even more impressive and startling than that created by 
the closing of the road in front of the National Gallery. 
That created new and wonderful views of the National 
Gallery and St Martinin- the-Fields. Pedestrianising this 
part of the Strand will mean that Gibbs’s wonderful 
church, St Mary-le-Strand is no longer marooned on a 
traffic island, but becomes the focal point of a splendid 
new public space. Both Somerset House and King’s 
College will gain a spacious new setting - the most 
beautiful piece of new public realm in the capital for 
years.

Creating a new entrance aligned on the portico of St 
Maryle-Strand will open up one of the great lost views 
of London through to one of the arched bridges over 
the Thames designed by Sir William Chambers. The 
vista will be a delight in both directions and the once 
threatened buildings will enjoy a new lease of life 
embellishing the Strand, the nation’s main processional 
route.

PROJECT

“Save our Strand”
Proposal to turn the whole of the south of the 

Aldwych into a pedestrian precinct 

St Mary-le-Strand

1914 Ordinance Survey Map, showing historic routes to Thames

The Processional Route

The buildings are on London’s 
main processional route between 
Westminster and St Paul’s 
Cathedral. They are in the Strand 
conservation area and are picked 
out as of special interest in the 
conservation area.

THE NATION’S PROCESSIONAL ROUTE
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Historic Routes from the 
Strand to the Thames

“Within this conservation area 
there are areas of distinct 
character; the two main routes 
of the Strand and the Victoria 
Embankment holding the area 
together. There are significant 
contrasts in scale between the 
remaining smaller grain areas and 
the formal redevelopment around 
Kingsway and the Aldwych, the 
substantial complexes of Somerset 
House and King’s College, the 
Royal Courts of Justice and the 
London School of Economics.” 

City of Westminster  conservation area 
description

’
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R I V E R  T H A M E S

REMOVE THE TRAFFIC TO CREATE THE KING’S PAVEMENT 
A NEW PEDESTRIAN SQUARE

KEY

St Mary-Le-Strand (Grade I Listed)
Façade of the 1970s King’s Building
The existing Strand Building entrance
154-158 The Strand
152 The Strand (Grade II Listed)
Somerset House (Grade I Listed)
King’s College Quad
King’s Building (Grade I Listed)
New glazed atrium circulation space behind terrace
Sir William Chamber’s bridge on the river frontage of 
Somerset House
New proposed public space as part of the North Bank 
strategy
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THE FOUR THREATENED STRAND FRONTAGES BROUGHT BACK INTO USE

At present the shopfronts are boarded up. The narrow plots provide the perfect foil to the monumentality of Somerset House on the right.
The narrow slip of glass visible above the parapets is the top of a glass atrium proposed for the back of the buildings to connect them to each other and to the Brutalist building. 06
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