
DEPOT 
CINEMA

RIBA AWARDS 
2018
South East 
Regional Finalist

LABC 
BUILDING 
EXCELLENCE 
AWARDS 2018
Best Public 
Service Building
Shortlisted: 
Best Change 
of Use of an 
Existing Building 
or Conversion; 
Best Inclusive 
Building

CIVIC TRUST 
AWARDS 2018
Regional Finalist
Commendation:
Selwyn 
Goldsmith 
Award for 
Universal 
Design 

RTPI 
NATIONAL 
AWARDS 2018
Commendation: 
Excellence in 
Planning for 
Heritage & 
Culture

CIVIC VOICE 
DESIGN 
AWARDS 2018
Shortlisted

SCREEN 
AWARDS 2018
Shortlisted - 
Cinema of the 
Year

SUSSEX 
HERITAGE 
TRUST 
AWARDS 2017
Public & 
Community 
Award
Building Crafts 
Award

RTPI SOUTH 
EAST AWARDS 
2017
Regional Winner
Award for 
Excellence in 
Planning for 
Heritage



The Depot is a new community cinema for the town of Lewes, 



in East Sussex, built on the site of 
the old Harvey’s Brewery depot. 
It shows feature and independent 
arthouse films, as well as hosting 
events, exhibitions and festivals, and 
provides facilities for film education 
and community activities. A café/
bar and restaurant allow filmgoers 
to enjoy a drink or a bite to eat. The 
original building is a familiar landmark 
in a prominent location close to Lewes 
railway station. 

The site lies within Lewes 
Conservation Area and is surrounded 
by many listed buildings of a variety 
of architectural styles and ages. While 
not in itself of very high architectural 
value, the original building is an 
important part of the story of the 
town’s development and makes a 
positive contribution to the character 
and appearance of this conservation 
area. Constructed as a utilitarian 
brick Post Office sorting office, it later 
became part of the Harvey’s Brewery. 
The building and site were in various 
states of use and dereliction. There 
were clear opportunities to adapt the 
building and enhance its prominent 
setting within the town, without losing 
its history. 

Burrell Foley Fischer were 
commissioned by Lewes Community 
Screen, who built and operate the 
new venue, to design the cinema. 
The existing warehouse building was 
retained and the three screens (140, 
129 and 37 seats) inserted within it. 

Civic Trust 
Awards 2018



“The proposal will 
serve as an exemplar 
to illustrate how 
good design can 
rise to the challenge 
of a National Park 
context.” South Downs 

National Park 
Authority





“The design, layout and 
location of the Cinema 
maximises inclusive 
access in all 
respects.” Civic Trust 

Awards 
2018



A new glazed extension houses the 
box office, café/bar, restaurant, and 
film education and training facilities, 
giving a contemporary setting to 
the former industrial building in a 
prominent location close to the town’s 
railway station. The former tarmacked 
service yard is landscaped to provide 
a new public realm, and includes 
native plant species providing 
seasonal colour and a small orchard 
and wild flower meadow, reflecting the 
historic site layout of orchards and 
meadows.

The Depot is a privately funded 
philanthropic project, delivered 
without any draw on public funding. 
It is an exemplar of local flint 
craftsmanship. Given the topography 
of Lewes and the Downs, particular 
thought has been given to the design 
of the roofscape, as a fifth elevation, 
featuring flint paving and a green 
roof planted with chalk loving plants, 
found in SDNP. There was extensive 
consultation with local access groups 
over providing a welcoming and 
accessible facility.

Screen 1 has a small stage and the 
technical infrastructure for small 
scale comedy acts and music 
performances and live music events 
are held in the café/bar. Screen 3 is 
available for private screenings and 
events and benefits from its own small 
bar/lounge. There are facilities for film 
education, including a small film library 
and study space, and a multi-use 
room with a flat floor that is used for 
a range of training and workshop 
events. The extensive external 
landscaping incorporates facilities for 
outdoor screenings and events.



“The proposal responds to the historic 
significance and character of its 
context in both its architecture and 
landscape design to deliver a valuable 
cultural and community facility that will 
be an asset to Lewes.” South Downs 

National Park 
Authority





“The after-screening 
drink in exterior 
seating area gave us a 
chance to appreciate 
how attractive the 
whole development is: 
contemporary, stylish 
and well laid out.” Cinemagoer on 

Facebook



As well as the use of local flint in the design the 
project also celebrates local creativity. The foyers 
can accommodate the mounting of temporary 
exhibitions in addition to the permanent display 
of Stephen Chambers ‘The Big Country’, which 
has been donated by the artist. The acoustic wall 
panels in Screens 1, 2 and 3 are digitally printed 
with a reproduction of the life-size animated 
figures painted on the walls of the Depot by Julian 
Bell, when he used it as his studio prior to its 
conversion. There are facilities for film education, 
including a small film library and study space, 
and a multi-use room with a flat floor that is used 
for a range of training and workshop events. The 
extensive external landscaping incorporates 
facilities for outdoor screenings 
and events.
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2017

“The Depot Cinema has re-used 
a redundant warehouse and 
extended it to create a new 
townscape and community amenity 
performing functions far beyond 
the cinematic experience... The 
architect and the Depot team are 
responsible for a stunning new 
gateway into Lewes.”
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